
 
 
Obaid Ullah  
President  
Ryerson Student Union (RSU)  
55 Gould St 
Toronto, ON  
M5B 1E9 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

Dear Mr. Ullah,  

We are writing on behalf of concerned Ryerson University students who are shocked and unsettled by events 

reportedly occurring on November 29, 2016 at a Ryerson Student Union (the "RSU") Annual General Meeting.  

As you are aware, at the November 29, 2016 RSU Annual General Meeting, a motion was introduced by several 

Ryerson students seeking the RSU's participation in Ryerson University's annual Holocaust Education Week 

commemorating the six million Jewish victims of the Nazi regime.  

We have received student reports that anti-Jewish comments were made by attendees during the introduction of 

this motion, and that shortly after its introduction, attendees staged a walkout, storming out of the meeting and 

preventing a vote from taking place.  

We understand that the RSU is committed to fostering an inclusive environment for all of the students it serves 

and to stemming racism on campus. To this end, we draw your attention to the RSU's official Policy Manual, which 

supports the Task Force on Campus Racism and Anti-Racism Task Force, and states that the RSU supports "access 

to an affordable education free from explicit and systemic forms of racism," (section 2.3 ii) and opposes "all explicit 

and systemic forms of racism in campus life..." (section 2.4 i).  

Further, we bring your attention to Ontario's Human Rights Code, which prohibits discrimination and harassment 

on the basis of, among others, creed and ethnic origin.  

Our view is that the RSU, as the official representative of Ryerson University students, has a duty to investigate this 

matter immediately and to take concrete, substantive steps to ensure that Ryerson University's campus is not 

further poisoned by such anti-Jewish incitement and intimidation. 

Robert Walker 

National Director 

Hasbara Fellowships Canada 

rwalker@hasbarafellowships.org 

647-460-4248 

 

Hasbara Fellowships Canada is the country’s largest pro-Israel campus advocacy organization, founded in 2001. It 

assists students in telling the truth about Israel on universities and colleges across the country, as well as providing 

resources to help combat anti-Israel propaganda.  
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